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UNCLAS PRETORIA 5270 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PDEV, PINT, PINS, MOPS, SHUM, RH 

SUBJECT: RHODESIA: GOVERNMENT REACTS TO AIRCRASH SURVIVOR MASSACRE 

REF: PRETORIA 5226 

1 . IN REMARKS TO APRLIAMENT ON THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF A "NEW COURSE" FOR 
RHODESIA ( REPORTED REFTEL), PRIME MINISTER SMITH REFERRED TO THE 
KILLINGS OF THE AIRCRASH SURVIVORS ON SEPTEMBER 3. HE IS QUOTED IN 
PRESS ACCOUNTS AS SAYING " IT IS DIFFICULT TO FIND WORDS TO 
ADEQUATELY DESCRIBE THEIR UTTER BESTIALITY AND THE INHUMANITY OF SUCH 
CREATURES WHO ARE PREPARED TO PERPETRATE SUCH A FOUL CRIME. INDEED, 
EVEN TO DESCRIBE THEM AS CREATURES IS AN INSULT TO CREATURES." 

2. PRESS ACCOUNTS ALSO REPORT TRANSPORT MINISTER BILL IRVINE AS 
STATING THAT " ONE CANNOT RULE OUT" THE POSSIBILITY OF THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PLANE HAVING BEEN SHOT DOWN. IRVINE REPORTEDLY SAID IF A HEAT 
SEEKING MISSILE HAD BEEN EMPLOYED EXPERTS COULD TELL AND HE HOPED TO 
KNOW WITHIN THE NEXT TWO DAYS. HE PROMISED TO MAKE ANY FINDINGS 
PUBLIC AND ADDED " IF THIS (THE PLANE WERE SHOT DOWN) HAPPENED 
PRESUMABLY, WE WILL TAKE PRECAUTIONS AGAINST IT." IRVINE ADDED THAT 
AS LONG AS THE UK " CONTINUES TO ENCOURAGE THE PATRIOTIC FRONT THIS 
SORT OF THING WILL GO ON." 
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